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already know. Bhatta considers knowledge in its relation
to our practical needs. There is no use in knowing what we
already know. Knowledge cannot be separated from the
practical value it has for us. The objects of our environ-
ment are always changing and the social conditions never
continue in the same form. We have to make fresh adjust-
ment to the changing circumstances, and for this purpose
knowledge must reveal the changing aspects of things. The
practical side of knowledge cannot be neglected when we
consider its epistomological worth. Thus, according to
Bhatta a true knowledge is essentially useful and hence, it
must reveal something new.

Here a theoritical difficulty arises : Should a conti-
nuous perception (dharavahika jnana) of something be
treated as true or not? We have such perceptions very
frequently, and what the perception reveafs in the subse-
quent movements does not appear to be different from what
it reveeled in the first movement. For instance, I have a
flower on my table and look at it continuously for some
seconds. Put I do not find it different in later seconds
from what I find it in the first second. The cognitions other
than that cf the first and the second do not reveal anything
new. Should they then be false? Bhatta's answer is that
'newness' marks everyone of these cognitions, because,
though the object of all such cognitions is identically the
same, it is cognised as existing in a different movement of
time in each. The existence of the flower in a subsequent
moment cannot be apprehended by its cognition in the pre-
ceding movement. If time-movement are symbolised by
ti. ts, ts etc., and the perceived object by 'o\ then the
object of the first movemant cognition is 'ot\ that of the
second movement cognition is 'oti' and so on. Thus, be-
cause each of the cognitions reveals a new thing, all are
valid.

It may be objected that though there is a differ-
ence among the successive movements of time/ it cannot be
cognised because it is too subtle. The answer is that such
statements as 't have been seeing this thing since morning